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“Natalie and I always joke that we are still discovering new details,” says
the former NFL star Ryan Kalil of the stunning California modern home he
moved into with his wife and their four young children in December last year.
“Everywhere you turn, there’s this bespoke feel that presents itself, and it
leaves me in awe with how it’s all come together.”

The contemporary-yet-warm home is located in Manhattan Beach, acharm-
ing coastal enclave just south of Los Angeles and Santa Monica. An existing
small, barn-like home was torn down and construction of the Kalils’ dream
home was completed in 2021 after a three-year build and several months of
planning prior to that.

Ryan played for the Carolina Panthers for 12 seasons in North Carolina and
took some inspiration from the handsome homes in the state, melding that
aesthetic with more laid-back California style. Ryan and Natalie met while
studying at the University of Southern California and decided to move back to
Los Angeles when he retired from football to be closer to their families. The
city is also more suited to his career shift into TV and film production.

The team that the couple assembled to help realise their vision and build the
house from the ground up is a mix of east and west coast talent, including the
L.A.-based interior designer Joe Lucas of Lucas Studio, Inc. “It was a pretty
easy project because Pursley Dixon, the architects [from Charlotte, North
Carolina], are impeccably detailed with their plans,” says Lucas. “Chris
Lombardi is one of the top contractors in town and really took this project in
such a special direction, and the clients are smart, fun and know exactly what
they like. So all that made it delightful to be a part of it.”

Ken Pursley and Craig Dixon are known for their unique curves, roof lines,
steel windows and extremely detailed, panelled interiors so there are so many
special design moments throughout the home. The entryway with its arched
doorways and cutaway corners, a ‘secret passage’ bookcase leading from the
living room to the playroom, and the floating staircase hidden behind the
kitchen are just some of the standouts.

“I love the living room because of the multiple seating arrangements, floor-
to-ceiling windows and the fact that it is open to the dining and kitchen,” adds
Lucas. “It’s the real central brain of the home and it’s nice that it’s all cohesive.”

There are four bedrooms, four-and-a-half baths, a playroom, and a home
office which is cleverly sequestered in an internal courtyard, but has steel-
framed glass walls that let the light in and allow Ryan to keep an eye on the
children if needed. A state-of-the-art screening room does double duty as a
secondary work space for Ryan and a family zone for movie nights.

“They love their new space and entertain all the time,” says Lucas. “They
have a large extended family that lives locally and it’s a perfect place to host
large groups.” Abunk room that sleeps 12, and a whole separate guest house on
the lot make it easy to accommodate all of the loved ones that come to visit.
“This was one thing that, when designing the house, was at the top of our list
because of how big our family is,” explains Natalie Kalil, who worked closely
with Lucas to custom-fit the interiors.

The upshot is a sophisticated balance between the pretty and the practical,
exemplified perfectly by the butler’s pantry, which is anchored by a Four Hands
worktable and boasts a beautiful blend of peppermint cabinets in Farrow and
Ball Calke Green and jaunty window shades by Raoul Textiles. Similarly, the
Pinterest-worthy laundry room has been given an upscale spin with a Kelly
Ventura-wallpapered ceiling.

“The Steel windows and doors and clean lines give the house a more modern
feel but the clients love traditional decor, too,” says Lucas. “We worked togeth-
er to find colours and patterns that felt fun but timeless too. It was my job to
avoid the trends of the moment, to create something that in five years’ time
wouldn’t feel dated.” Mission stylishly accomplished. @ lucasstudioinc.com

Above: The back porch has distinctive cutaway glazed corners. Opposite page: The painting in the living room is from Incollect,
while the antique chandelier was sourced at Dorian Caffot de Fawes Antiques in London.
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From top: The kitchen has marble slabs from Marmi Natural Stone, pendant lighting from Urban Electric Company and stools from
Thomas Hayes; inside the butler’s pantry, a Four Hands work table is surrounded by cabinets in Farrow and Ball Calke Green.
Opposilte page: A secret passage bookcase leads from the living room to the playroom.
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From top: The back stairs landing has been cleverly utilised as a homework area for the children with plenty of built-in storage; From top: The serene primary bedroom is dressed with fabrics by Otis Textiles, reading lamps from the Urban Electric company
the exterior of the house fuses California modern and east coast style. “Restraint on the facade was the key to fitting into the and a secretaire by KWH Furniture; the adjoining bathroom is fitted with a Waterworks tub. A Swedish carpet from Marc Phillips
neighbourhood,” says architect Craig Dixon. “The colour palette helps it to blend in further.” and a chair by Nickey Kehoem add warmth to the marble, mirror and pewter palette.
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