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The dark-stained wood cabinetry and 
island echo the kitchen’s steel window 
frames. The custom-sized Urban 
Electric pendant with powder-coated 
metal shades lights the large island 
where friends and family can sit on the 
bench and counter stools, both by  
Lee Industries.
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WARM  
MONDERNISM

PURSLEY DIXON FORD NAVIGATES  
A CHALLENGING TERRAIN TO 

DESIGN AN ARCHITECTURAL GEM 
NESTLED IN THE MOUNTAINS.
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AAC RO S S  F ROM  Pisgah National Forest on 
the rolling inclines above Grandmother Lake, 
a majestic home stands out among the trees, 
offering unobstructed views of Grandfather 
Mountain and the lush forests on its slopes. 

When Ken Pursley of Pursley Dixon 
Architecture was approached by a repeat client 
to design a mountain retreat on the lot in the 
Linville resort community, he knew he’d have to 
flex his creative muscle in navigating the project. 
The terrain was tricky but the views, amazing.

“This was our third major project with the 
client and a totally different feel than their 
two previous homes,” the architect explains. 
“This design needed to not only capture the 
homeowners’ personalities, but also a sense of 
place, celebrating the beauty of the surrounding 
nature. The architecture needed to be responsive 
to the landscape to maximize the home’s impact. 
From the size of the windows to the raw materials 
to the unique methods required to build on 
drastic elevation changes, the site itself posed a 
challenge and an opportunity. Because there was 
a level of trust already established, they were 
willing to step outside the box for this design.”

Floor-to-ceiling sheer 
Chiara drapes from 

Coraggio soften the 
expansive windows 

overlooking Grandfather 
Mountain. A custom 

seven-foot chandelier from 
Laura Lee Designs fills the 

room’s volume without 
impeding the view. An 

alcove with lower ceilings 
creates an intimate dining 
space featuring a Hickory 

Chair Plaited Buffet.
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The home’s outdoor spaces come 
with eagle-eye views of the 
surrounding natural vistas and are 
themselves a work of art. The open 
deck features the homeowners’ chairs 
purchased from RH and easy access 
to the cantilevered covered porch 
that rises fifty feet from the ground.
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The bar snuggles between accesses to the wine room and pantry on each side. The cabinetry’s ebony stain 
plays off the Linville area’s famous bark siding on the walls, giving a nod to the resort community and a rustic 
flair to the modern home. An E.J. Victor Trivet Table completes the look.

The home’s stately presence on the mountainside, raised 
porches, and windowed facades offer a bit of drama and hint at 
the modern ambiance waiting just inside the entry. The style, 
described by interior designer Bronwyn Ford of Pursley Dixon 
Ford Interior Design, is warm modernism—clean and simple 
but also cozy.

“The home has a modern framework, but I layered in 
elements to soften the hard lines and blend seamlessly with the 
mix of stone, steel, and wood in the space,” Ford says. “Scale 

was another big factor to consider when styling, especially 
when considering how to fill the volume without impeding 
the views. The client had a definite viewpoint and was 
collaborative throughout. They were very much an integral part 
of the design process, and we strived to infuse their personality 
into every aspect.”

Ensuring that the windows facing Grandfather Mountain 
were tall enough to avoid dissecting the view was paramount. 
Floor-to-ceiling windows in the open concept living area, main 



The lower lounge was created with family in mind. A 
sectional and chair from Lee Industries in Crypton Apollo 

Mist and Chateau Ivory, respectively, supply ample and 
comfortable seating where everyone can relax around a 

fire, watch television, or play games and construct puzzles. 
Two bed nooks provide private space for extra guests.

The cozy breakfast nook 
with a custom table 
by Steve Morgan, Lee 
Industries dining chairs, 
and a custom banquette 
by Morgan Chair provides 
a comfortable place 
to sit, talk, and enjoy a 
quick bite. The wood and 
stone elements echo the 
surrounding mountain 
landscape. Sconces are 
from Urban Electric.
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This nook in the bunk room is the perfect place to hide away with 
a good book, made cozy with Kerry Joyce Milkweed pillows and a 
Visual Comfort sconce. A retractable drape crafted from Villa Nova 
Sofia fabric provides privacy when needed.

LEFT: The living room features a mix of stone, steel, and wood, 
embracing warm modernism. The Knole Sofa and Cradle Wing Chair, 
both by Hickory Chair, have modern lines that are softened by throw 
pillows in an English pattern. The floating cast concrete hearth and 
built-in log storage eases fire-making. 
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bedroom, and office are framed by long curtains that lift the 
eyes while softening the glass. White oak paneling with grayed 
undertones adds warmth without heaviness, and areas of 
lowered ceiling heights create cozy alcoves for dining and sitting 
together around one of the home’s numerous wood-burning 
fireplaces. Exposed ceiling beams add a touch of mountain-cabin 
ambiance while expertly concealing recessed lighting fixtures.

Another objective was to make sure the home complemented 
the aspects of the Linville community without fully giving in to 
a rustic design. For instance, bark siding, historically revered 
in the mountain town, was incorporated in small amounts—
alcoves, shutters, a bar area, and an outdoor fireplace—as a nod 
to tradition without becoming a primary driver of the aesthetic. 
Throughout, the owners’ personal art and pottery collection 

mingles with carefully curated furnishings and accessories 
that create impact against the neutral palette and highlight 
the framed views of Grandfather Mountain that themselves 
become works of art.

The finished product, a collaborative effort of Pursley, Ford, 
and project architect Mark Kline, who managed the project 
throughout the construction process, is a serene mountain 
getaway with panoramic vistas from every room in the house. 
“With a cantilevered porch suspended fifty feet in the air, 
expansive windows that frame picturesque views, and an 
interior that simultaneously feels open yet cozy, the overall 
aesthetic of the finished home takes your breath away,” Pursley 
says. “Nature truly becomes one with the architecture and the 
interior design of this home.” u

The fireplace on the covered cantilevered porch features an Elegant Earth Rough Hewn Firewood Console that is a nod to the area’s traditional bark siding. 
Log storage flanks either side and Janus et Cie Butterfly II three-seater sofas offer modern, comfortable spots to enjoy the views. A custom chandelier by 
Laura Lee Designs is scaled to fill the volume and designed to accommodate whipping winds. 

OPPOSITE: The bluestone floors in the mudroom can withstand heavy traffic. The plaid café-style curtains in Pollack Hashtag Wool and a Visual Comfort 
Aspect Library Sconce add ambiance to the workspace. Ample built-ins and countertops give the homeowner plenty of space to arrange flowers and  
store cookbooks.


